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Using Technology to Support Students with ASD and other Disabilities: A Critique
Carnahan et al. (2012) viewpoint on technology importance in helping individuals with ASD and other significant learning disabilities underscore the importance of implementing technological interventions in the classroom setting to improve communication among students with communication problems. The article develops a framework to design effective literacy instruction for students with ASD and other significant needs. The Balanced Literacy Approach includes reading, writing, and work-study. The authors suggest the technology to support the Balanced Literacy Approach (Boutot, 2016).
To help students in reading, the authors recommend that the instructors align reading materials with their students' interests. On page 22, the authors note, "thematic unit is the foundation of a balanced literacy approach" (Carnahan et al., 2012). Thus, instructors should prepare the reading materials to meet the interests of the students with disabilities; as a solution, the authors suggest myriad technological interventions that teachers can apply, such as PowerPoint books, instructor-made books, and online books. The rationale behind different books is to select the books to which a student can respond positively (Ganz, & Simpson, 2019).
In relation to writing, the author asserts, "although writing for students with disabilities might mean traditional approaches, many learners with significant disabilities require adapted writing tools." (Carnahan et al., 2012). To this end, the authors suggest special technological tools like alternative pencils and unique software to support students' writing.
The final aspect of the Balanced Literacy Approach is work-study. In relation to work-study, Carnahan et al. referenced Hanser& Erickson's findings in a study they carried out in 2007 on the importance of work-study in learning. The authors write, "If individuals with significant disabilities are to move beyond the emergent literacy phase, they need to practice working with words in a variety of contexts and for variety of purposes" (Carnahan et al., 2012). As a solution to implement work-study, Carnahan et al. suggest 'Technology and Integrated Word Study' as the best way to support learning. The primary argument was that word study is an integrated process that necessitates a myriad of technologies.
I found Carnahan et al. article as an essential tool to support the learning process for students with significant learning disabilities. Notably, a balanced literacy model works closely with communication. Carnahan et al. suggested a framework that provides comprehensive exposure to literacy skills, which, to me, is an approach to refine communication skills. Moreover, The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 2004 (IDEA) emphasized the importance of reducing communication problems in the learning phase (Bartlett, 2018). Therefore, in the assessment of Carnahan et al. article and laws related to the education of students with significant disabilities, I firmly ascertain that the Carnahan et al. suggested model to support the Balanced Literacy Approach with technology is helpful and should be adopted to support literacy for people with learning problems.
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